
GRAY LEAF SPOT

Scouting: 
 -VT-R4. Lesions are small, round or jagged light tan spots.
 -They can become as long as 2 inches, narrow and rectangular, and are parallel to the leaf 
veins. As the lesions get older, they may turn gray. They also may be surrounded by yellow to orange 
halos. 
 -Gray leaf spot will start in the lower canopy and move to the upper canopy. Larger rectangular 
lesions can be seen in the lower canopy and younger lesions in the upper canopy. Lesions may also 
grow together.
 -Sometimes can be confused with symptoms of anthracnose leaf blight, eyespot or 
common rust.
 -Symptoms vary with hybrid. Certain hybrids have a naturally higher tolerance than others but 
still may show symptoms. 
 -Hybrids that are more susceptible will be at greater risk for infection and can be severely 
infected with the disease.
 -The lesions produce spores that reduce the amount of photosynthetic areas on the leaves 
available to contribute carbohydrates to the developing grain.
 -These spores can be blown or splashed onto more leaves, which usually makes it look as if the 
disease is moving up the plant   

Life Cycle: The fungus survives in corn residue. Most favorable in environments, corn-on-corn �elds 
with reduced or no tillage, when the humidity is high, and dew persists well into the morning. 

Management Practices: 
 -Corn that is planted late or in no-till to reduced till is more susceptible to this disease.
 -Hybrid selection is an important part in preventing gray leaf spot, especially in continuous 
corn and reduced tillage, where higher residue is present.
 -Rotation and tillage are recommended to help prevent gray leaf spot.
 -During the growing season, fungicides can help control gray leaf spot


